Were this fact recognized, as it ought to be, a good deal of hardship and disappointment would be avoided. No man should be certified for "active service" for at least a year after undergoing an attack of cerebrospinal fever, and in most cases it would be wiser permanently to invalid him out of the Service.
Dr. MACNAUGHTON-JONES. This discussion brought to his mind an epidemic-occurring, he thought, in Cork about 1870-of what they then knew as " black spotted fever," or cerebrospinal arachnitis. Co-existent there was a severe epidemic of malignant scarlet fever. The cerebrospinal cases were mostly amongst children, and were almost invariably and rapidly fatal. The prodromal period, before the petechial spots appeared, was often only of some hours' duration. Very rapidly drowsiness, unconsciousness, and coma followed-rarely convulsions. Two cases occurred in the Poor Law Dispensary District, to which he was then Medical Officer. A child had died of malignant scarlet fever. He had the house disinfected as far as he could, and the rooms limewashed. He was called in to see another child who was ill of the same disease, and found two of the elder girls engaged in the limewashing. They were then apparently in perfect health. The next day he was summoned to the house, and found both in bed, evidently attacked with cerebrospinal fever. He had them at once removed to the fever hospital. Both were dead within twenty-four hours.
He determineed to have a post-mortem on these cases as far as he could venture without the knowledge of the friends. Accordingly he went to the hospital the following day, and, with the assistance of the resident medical officer and a friend, he opened the spinal column in both cases to investigate the condition of the cord. In both they found dark, sanguineous fluid under the membrane in different parts of the cord. He closed the sections as carefully as he could, replacing the bodies in the very thin coffins which had been sent. Unfortunately some fluid oozed out and soaked through the joints of the coffins. The result was disastrous, as there was a great prejudice against any post-mortem examinations. When the friends came to remove the bodies, they suspected that they had been tampered with, and insisted upon seeing them. They had an infuriated audience outside the hospital gate that threatened dire vengeance on the institution, but though he had to try to clear his character to the committee, nothing came of it except a permanent impression made on his mind of his first and last experience of cerebrospinal meningitis.
